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May 2022 

Church  Contacts  
 P.O. Box 32 
 209 E Main Street 
 Washington, IA, 52353 
 319-653-6588 
 

Office Hours 

Mon, Wed, and Fridays  
8am-12pm Office open 
Phone will be answered during  
the following hours: 
Monday– Friday 8-12am  
Monday– Thursday 1-4pm  

Pastor Erin Kaye 
pastorerinkaye@gmail.com 
319-461-8765 
 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Krystle Moore 
upsecretary@gmail.com 
 
Youth (Elementary/Middle School) 
Erin Thorius 
upwashyouth@gmail.com 

 

Youth (Senior High) 
Jake Thorius/Krista Gaal 
jmthorius@yahoo.com 
kgaal1965@gmail.com 
 

Organist 
Virginia Bordwell 
Virginia@washingtontitle.org 
 
Worship Band 
Mary Jo Koehler 
aceofspace99@gmail.com 

May 29th  
10 am  

Central Park 
Bring a chair or  

blanket 
 

The service will also be 
live-streamed 
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From the Pastor... 
Happy May! 
 
 

This month, as we welcome new leaves on the trees and crops in the ground, I am reminded to give 
thanks for the gracious Creator, who set the sun and moon in place, twirled the earth on its axis, and 
gave us the seasons to enjoy. As the bulbs in our yard begin to bloom, I am reminded to give thanks to 
our Redeemer, who gave us new life through the cross. As the grass becomes green and lawn mowers 
begin to come out of their winter hibernation, I am reminded of our Sustainer, who consistently works 
with us, trimming our rough edges and straightening our lives. Friends, we are Easter people, people 
who live and breathe and have our being within the loving care of God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. Let us 
continue to give thanks for the grace and love we have been given and to look for ways to offer that 
grace and love to others. 

 
Blessings, 

Pastor Erin 

All Ages Vacation Bible School 
One day a month in June, July, and August 

All your favorite VBS activities  
(Crafts, Games, and Storytelling) 

Worship together 
Eat together 

 
Look for a poll coming out via email next week to 

determine days and ask for volunteers. 
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Our website: http://www.upcwash.org/  
 

Other ways to connect if the website isn’t working:  
Facebook - Washington United Presbyterian Church 
Smart TV - download the Boxcast app and look for UPCWash - you can watch 
the stream from your TV this way! 

Computer- Use the following link: https://boxcast.tv/channela0zvuqohexe93npq2xjr for our boxcast page 
If you do not have the technology to connect in these ways; or you’re having problems using the  

technology you have, and you’d like help, please call the church office at 319-653-6588. 

4 Mary Lou Saforek 
4 Dave Schluetter 
6 Cathy Kleese 
6 Colin Rich 
10 Dayton Schluetter 
11 Matt Schiebel 
13 Jane Cuddeback 
14 Sonny Phipps 

14 Dale Spencer 
15 Andy McCall 
23 Keaton Murphy 
25 Harvey Holden 
25 Paulette Twinam 
26 Dana Conklin 
29 Jane Fehr 
29 Tork Whisler 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May Highlights 
  1st Communion  
  8th Mother’s Day                

                  11th PW Circle 
                 15th Senior Recognition 

16th Sewing Day                    
17th Finance 
18th Session  
29th Worship in Central  Park                     
30th Memorial Day 

WE ARE BLESSED AND A BLESSING:  
We were a blessing as a group from our church 
family did yard work for a church member in  
Washington in need for this help and then they did 
work on the church grounds, as well.  
 
We were a blessing as 40 lovely Easter plants were 
donated and delivered to church family members, 
most unable to worship with us in  
person any more. 
 
We were a blessing once again in 2022. We  
strongly supported our Youth Mission Trip  
Mission Market through participating in this 
year’s, silent auction and meal. 

Dick Hendrickson blessed us with donating several 
hours repairing our church kitchen faucet leak 
which required several trips to Ace!  Thanks, Dick, 
your talent and time are much appreciated. 
  
Andy and Cindy McCall once again blessed our 
church family by donating pork burgers in 2022.  
They were delicious at the Mission Market. Thanks 
for your generosity, McCall’s.   

The office will 
be closed on 
the 30th in  
observance of 
Memorial Day.  

http://www.upcwash.org/
http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwVjUsOgyAUAE8jS_N4D7QuWNS03gMRQiuCH2pMT1-azGJmNZNqOWEr2EshIAAhcYEgseb10Lfi0UuQT5LQDVQJcCGZOaZsa5MW5pXrpNECODpBXdMYR8BJyAlv2oGYiAXlc16Piu4VDoUxXUYfuc5nCeN1jDYU0_A9P1vy9rIdxXXD672zXc3zMuo92qOsdQr_6Q-rMTTp
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 Articles for the June 
newsletter are due   

Wednesday, May 18th 

Jan–Mar represents 25% of the year. 
Our income came in at 19.99% 

Our expenses came in at 20.01% 

 CREW (Middle School Ministry) 
Because of some Sunday afternoon conflicts and 
numbers, we are going to be meeting once a 
month. Our meeting for this month is TBD. We 
will be in touch! 

Inside Out (Senior High Ministry) 
Sunday, May 1st: 6:30 Regular Meeting 
Sunday, May 8th: 6:30 Regular Meeting  

(& it’s Mother’s day!) 
Sunday, May 15th: 10:00am Senior Sunday &  
Mission Trip Commissioning! Join us in church.  
                          6:30 Regular Meeting 
Sunday, May 22nd:  NO MEETING 
Sunday, May 29th:  NO MEETING 

Senior Recognition 
And  Youth Mission trip commissioning 

Sunday, May 15th  
10am 

 During worship  
Reception to follow 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
(Nursery, Son City, MS & HS) 

Our last day of Sunday school for the school year 
will be on May 22nd.  
If the weather is nice, Son City & middle school will 
head to a park! 

SENIORS: Check your mailbox for Scholarship info to fill out and return to Jake, at the church, by  
Sunday, May 8th. 
 
Mission Trip Info:   
The high schoolers will be headed to the Benton, Kentucky area on Friday, June 3rd through Friday, June 
10th. They will be working on tornado recovery. Stay tuned for more details. 
 
Mission Trip Parent Meeting: To Be Determined! Communication will be sent. 

Confirmation 
This year the Confirmation Class will be participating in a weekend retreat May 13-15. The group of 7 is 
supported by five adult partners - Brad Alderton, Roger Buckingham, Jim Cuddeback, Tracy Strabala, Erin 
Thorius, and Pastor Erin will be leading the retreat. We will be at Crooked Creek, and will return to          
participate in worship on Sunday morning. 

Please keep the group in your prayers as we retreat together, and over the next few months as the class 
members learn more about their faith journeys and about church membership.  
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SATURDAY KITCHEN UPDATE   
We’ve sent letters to the two coordinators for each of the 26 host groups.  We’re 
pleased to report that most groups are “on board” to host again.  Once we’ve 
made contact with ALL the coordinators and have finalized the 2022 schedule, 
we’ll begin to get the word out. 

 
We recently ran into one of our Saturday Kitchen regulars and he was thrilled we were re-opening!  
 
Hopefully the Saturday Kitchen will be in business soon!  We’ll continue to keep you informed, dear 
church family friends.    

Joe and Marde McConnell, Saturday Kitchen Coordinators     

REACHING OUT IN LOVE    
 
Thanks to the organization and commitment 
of Brad Alderton and Pastor Erin,  on Sat., 

April 2nd, twelve of our church family went to the Winterset, Iowa area where they were honored to help 
two households great affected by a recent tornado. 
 
The first couple were fortunate to have had little house damage.  However, an unattached 2nd garage/
shop was flattened, as was a parked car nearby. Roofing metal and white insulation were spread 
throughout a nearby timber, a huge reminder of the frightening experience.  With 2 wheelbarrows and 
many willing hands their timber was pristine once again.  Some destroyed trees were chain sawed into 
manageable logs and their yard was raked of debris, too.  They were so grateful as the job was much too 
large for the husband and his wife.  She was still recovering from 38 days in the hospital on a ventilator 
due to COVID.  They were thrilled with all that was accomplished.  
 
The second household was a woman who was an inspiration to all.  She and her husband were looking 
for safety by lying in their bathtub- he on top of her.  Then the huge noise of the tornado came through.  
She remembers flying in the air and landing across the road in incredible pain.  Her husband died 15 feet 
away from her and she was badly injured - broken pelvis, hip, ankle, and both hands.  She was put  
together with pins and plates and . . .  no one’s found the bathtub. 
 
She lost her husband, her house, and some of her neighbors in the storm.  Our crew was able to clear the 
fences of trees where they’d kept horses.  She was thrilled that now the fences could be repaired and her 
horses could be returned.  A huge tree along the road was also cut up and put on a volunteer’s huge  
trailer.  A visiting nurse from Cleveland came and also helped us clear her property of debris.  The  
homeowner, Judy, was so inspiring, trying to walk around despite having a broken body, and then trying 
to plan how to rebuild her life, too.   
 
Our greatest gift to these individuals was the gift of hope, knowing others - complete strangers - cared.  
These volunteers were sharing God’s Love. 
 
Thanks, Brad and Emma, Erin and Sam, Jim, Terry, Teresa, Julie, Travis, Layne, Marde and Joe.  
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PIPES ARE BACK! 
After 14 months, the missing organ pipes on the south side are back 
in place! They were removed a year ago February after one broke off 
and fell, and the repaired pipes were  

delivered by semi, direct from Quebec, in October. Since then, the crate has lain 
in wait, as it were, until the organ tuner could schedule a visit. Patrick Budelier 
(Carroll Hanson's replacement) came April 4, 2022, to continue the work he be-
gan before the COVID shutdown. Thanks to Andy McCall for providing the Little 
Giant Ladder (much sturdier and safer than the old aluminum extension ladder.) 
 
Notice that four pipes in the middle of the picture have wings—or splints—
welded on the outside. Attaching corrective material to the outside of the pipes 
did not alter their voices. These reinforcements will keep the pipes from bending again. Considering they 
had been subject to direct west sun for the past 40 years, I guess they had a right to bend. The pipes in 
question are part of the Posaune (trombone) and Trumpet stops played from the pedals. These are quite 
loud, and they resonate with a distinct buzz. 

 Virginia Bordwell 

Church Directory Update 
 
Thanks to all those who had their picture taken a couple of weeks ago- we appreciate 
your cooperation.  We hope to have another photo opportunity for church families and, 
of course, photos can be submitted.  More information soon. 

HACAP PROGRAM INFO 
 
RenElla Crawford, Operations Manager of the Washington HACAP Center, has asked us to share this  
information about one of their programs, Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program. From October 
2021-March 2022, this program has assisted 443 households in our county! Nearly $400,000 has helped 
individuals with utility and LP Gas bills, water assistance,  prevention of disconnections and crisis  
assistance. The local HACAP office is responsible for helping those in need through this LiHeap Energy 
Assistance Program  
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MEET OUR NEW MEMBER 
We’ve met several other new members: the Septer, McWhirter, Andrews and Vongpanya families, Barb 
Brown, and Mary Temple.  We’re happy they’ve chosen to be a part of our church family.  This month we 
want to introduce new member Rita Schonhoff: 
 
Rita was born and grew up north of St. Louis.  Her first date with her husband was shortly before high 
school graduation when they went to a Grateful Dead concert, before the group was famous!  They  
married 2½ years later. 
 
They lived in the St. Louis where she went to nursing school and he worked and then they switched roles 
- she was also able to get her master’s degree then, too. Her husband’s job sent them to upstate New 
York in the winter, knowing no one and having two babies! Five years later they ended up in Iowa with 3 
sons. Lucky us! 
 
Rita’s been in Iowa 37 years and sadly 6 years ago her husband died while they were on vacation in  
Puerto Rico.  Bryan, her first son, lives with her and receives services from WCDC.  Rita is very pleased 
with Iowa’s services for those with disabilities.  Another son is married and lives in Chicago with 2 little 
ones.  The last son is married and lives in Denver with his wife, a native of  
Uganda - she just received her US Citizenship, an exciting time for them all!  
Rita’s only daughter, formerly of Denver, was born in Iowa and is currently living 
with her.  
 
If you happen into the church when Rita is practicing the piano, you’re in for an 
unexpected treat.  Someone even referred to her as “the phantom piano player 
in the chapel.”  
 
Welcome, Rita, we’re happy to have you as part of our church family. 

Baby Shower!!   
Thank you, Church Family!  On April 24 we “showered” the El Haoud family with a new 
baby stroller/car seat combo and many other gifts.  Additionally, the Sewing Gals  
presented them with a beautiful baby quilt.     
 
What a blessing the new, little El Haoud daughter will be to her family and to us, her 
church family, too.  

New sanctuary banner 
 
The Worship Committee purchased this beautiful, new Easter banner.  If you 
were unable to worship with us in person the past couple of weeks, we  

encourage you to stop by the church and view this lovely, inspirational banner in person.   
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In honor of our grandchildren  
by Joe and Marde McConnell 
 
In memory of our parents  
by Joe and Marde McConnell 
 
In memory of CP & Dorothy Berkhoff &  Jan Knutson  
by Kathy Knutson 
 
In memory of Jordin Flory  
by Jerry and Janice Flory 
 
In memory of Charlie and Rhua Davison  
by Jerry and Janice Flory 
 
In memory of Orville and Glenna Flory  
by Jerry and Janice Flory 
 
In memory of my husband Charles  
by Janice Twinam 
 
In memory of my wife Karen  
by Gary Murphy 
 
In memory of our parents, Wayne and Alice Mangold  
and Paul and Jean Rietz,  
by Terry and Julie Mangold 
 
In memory of Sheryl Lewis  
by Katie McWhirter 
 
In memory of Pat Johnson  
by Julie and Rob Johnson 

 
 
 
 

In memory of my father Duane "Joe" Mottet  
by Julie and Rob Johnson 
 
In memory of Melinda Dawn (Fry) Palmer  
by Lila De Penning and Synthia (Palmer) Jennings 
 
In memory of Dick and Kathy Wiley 
by Erik and Christy Buchholz 
 
In memory of Deb Helmick and Wanda Skubal 
by Julie Zahs 
 
In memory of George and Meda Fulton 
by Jim and Jane Cuddeback 
 
In memory of Garth and Harriet Rustan 
by Jim and Jane Cuddeback 
 
In memory of Wendell, Dorothy and Ken Frazer 
by Jean Frazer 
 
In honor of my 7 grandchildren and 3 great  
granddaughters 
by Diana Henry 
 
In memory of Bill and Karen Kleese  
by Phil Kleese 
 
In memory of Lloyd Beenblossom  
by Betty Beenblossom 
 
 
 

An Update from your Board of Deacons 
 

Your Board of Deacons would like to be of assistance to you! We want to assist you in whatever way 

might be helpful to you,--- whether it is to run an errand, pray with you, pick up some groceries, or a visit 

over the telephone, etc. Give Deacon Larry Bartlett a call (cell 319-591-1528 or home 319-653-6931) or 

email at Bart20man@gmail.com and he will be glad to make the arrangements for transportation. Along 

with Larry the other deacons are Terry Mangold, Rod Letts, Betty Beenblossom, Judy Wertz and Payton        

Anderson. Feel free to contact any of these folks if we can help you stay safe and healthy. May the Peace 

of Christ be with each of you! 

Easter Flowers 


