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November 2021 

Church  Contacts  
 P.O. Box 32 
 209 E Main Street 
 Washington, IA, 52353 
 319-653-6588 
 

Office Hours 

Mon, Wed, and Fridays  
8am-12pm Office open 
Phone will be answered during  
the following hours: 
Monday– Friday 8-12am  
Monday– Thursday 1-4pm  

Pastor Erin Kaye 
pastorerinkaye@gmail.com 
319-461-8765 
 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Krystle Moore 
upsecretary@gmail.com 
 
Youth (Elementary/Middle School) 
Erin Thorius 
upwashyouth@gmail.com 

 

Youth (Senior High) 
Jake Thorius/Krista Gaal 
jmthorius@yahoo.com 
kgaal1965@gmail.com 
 

Organist 
Virginia Bordwell 
Virginia@washingtontitle.org 
 
Worship Band 
Mary Jo Koehler 
aceofspace99@gmail.com 

Stewardship season is upon us! 
Information will be mailed mid-November 

 

Thank you for your continued support  
of our church 
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From the Pastor... 
Friends, 
In his first letter to the Corinthians, the Apostle Paul writes, "I always thank my God for you 

because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus." I find this to be very fitting for followers of Jesus.  
Personally, I thank God for all things, but I am especially thankful for the grace God has given all of us 
through Jesus. This grace makes a difference. Followers of Jesus, like many people in this world, are nice 
people. They're good people. They try to make the world a better place. They show love to others. They 
serve others. They play a positive role in their communities. As I said, many people do this, whether or 
not they follow Jesus. What sets apart Jesus-followers is the grace we recognize as a gift we have  
received, and the fact that our service and love flow from that grace, from a position of thanksgiving and 
gratitude for what we have received. Grace is the foundation of everything we do and are. We do not 
serve or give with an expectation of return. We serve and give because we were first loved and offered 
grace. As the holiday season and our church stewardship season begin, I invite you to begin each day 
with a recognition of the grace you have been given. You have been forgiven for everything you have 
done that separates you from the love of God and from others. You are freed to live a life of joy and love. 
May you know this and may you be thankful. May your service and sharing flow from your knowledge of 
the love and grace you have been given. 

Pastor  
Erin 

Prospective Member Class 
Sunday November 14th or Sunday November 21st 

11:15– 12:15 in the Lounge 
 

Come learn a little more about the United Presbyterian Church, our 
membership expectations, and meet some current church leaders. 
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Our website: http://www.upcwash.org/  
 

Other ways to connect if the website isn’t working:  
Facebook - Washington United Presbyterian Church 
Smart TV - download the Boxcast app and look for UPCWash - you can watch 
the stream from your TV this way! 

Computer- Use the following link: https://boxcast.tv/channela0zvuqohexe93npq2xjr for our boxcast page 
If you do not have the technology to connect in these ways; or you’re having problems using the  

technology you have, and you’d like help, please call the church office at 319-653-6588. 

1 Dean Garrett 
1 Carol Winga 
2 Arnel Baughman 
3 Rodney Letts 
3 Katelyn Moore 
9 Gary Murphy 
11 Julie See 
12 Ron Brock 
17 Wanda  Skubal 

20 Amy Kleese 
20 Katie McCall 
21 Halle Cuddeback 
21 Julie Zahs 
22 Judy Wertz 
23 Myron Krotz 
23 Karla Maxwell 
24 Dick Colby 
26 Richard McCall 

26 Tom Murphy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November  Highlights 
 4th Mobile Food Pantry   
10th PW Circle 

                14th Prospective Member Class 
                 15th Sewing Day 
                17th Session  
                21st Prospective Member Class 
                24th Soup Supper 
                25th Thanksgiving 
                      27th Breakfast With Santa 

WE ARE BLESSED AND A BLESSING:  
 
Roger Miles recently acquired a parking lot line 
painting machine.  He donated it to us and it’s a 
great addition to the church.  Many thanks for the 
donation, Roger! 
 
Shane Anderson used our new-to-us, line painting 
machine on both our south and east parking lots.  
The paint dries quickly and Shane reports the  
machine is very easy to use.  Thanks for making 
that improvement, Shane.   

Thanks to all in our church family who reached out 
to our nearly twenty, post-high school kids. We 
know these young adults are grateful to be  
remembered with love from their church family.   
 
Several youth active in our church participate on 
the WHS Girls’ and Boys’ Cross Country Track 
Teams.  We’re pleased to report that BOTH the 
Girls’ and Boys’ Teams won the Conference Title, 
first time ever – Congratulations, Kids! 

The office will be closed on Thursday  
November 25th and 26th in  
observance of  Thanksgiving 

http://www.upcwash.org/
http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwVjUsOgyAUAE8jS_N4D7QuWNS03gMRQiuCH2pMT1-azGJmNZNqOWEr2EshIAAhcYEgseb10Lfi0UuQT5LQDVQJcCGZOaZsa5MW5pXrpNECODpBXdMYR8BJyAlv2oGYiAXlc16Piu4VDoUxXUYfuc5nCeN1jDYU0_A9P1vy9rIdxXXD672zXc3zMuo92qOsdQr_6Q-rMTTp
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 CREW (Middle School Ministry) 
Because of some Sunday afternoon conflicts and numbers, we are going to 
be meeting once a month.  
Our meeting for this month is TBD. We will be in touch! 
Thank you to all who came out to help or donate towards the trunk-or-treat! 
 

                            Sunday School 
 Class Structure for 2021-2022 

 Birth - 4 yo Preschool: Upstairs in the Nursery  
 Kindergarten - 5th grade: Downstairs in Son City 

 6th - 8th grades: Jr High Room (Rat Pack) 
 9th - 12th grades:  Youth Room 

Inside Out (Senior High Ministry) 
Nov. 7th: 6:30pm @ UP Church  

Nov. 14th:  6:30pm @ UP Church  
Nov. 21st:  6:30pm @ UP Church  

Nov. 24th:  TBD– Soup Supper 
Nov. 28th:  6:30pm @ UP Church  

Confirmation 
It’s a confirmation year! Any 9th-12th graders interested, please contact the church office or email  
upwashyouth@gmail.com. We are seeing what interest is there and will make more definite plans as we 
go...tentatively starting in January 2022.  

Inside Out: Soup Supper Mission Trip Fundraiser 

On Wednesday Nov. 24th the Senior High youth will be hosting their annual Soup 
Supper Mission Trip Fundraiser.  Take a break from all of the preparations at 
home for Thanksgiving and come join us for some hot soup and warm  
conversation. We will have Chili, Chicken & Wild Rice, and Ham & Potato. We will 
offer soup TO GO this year as well. Details on that process will be ironed out  
later.  
 
The Mission Trip Planning Team is looking into the many different options we have to serve next summer. 
Please pray with us as we determine where God can use us in 2022.  
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A note from Mary Jo, 
 
Even if Thanksgiving weren’t coming up this month (a great reminder to reflect on all good 

gifts), I’d still be giving thanks to God for all the blessings I’ve had in being able to lead and share music 
with you in this past year and the prior years. How they have sped by! I’m looking forward to celebrating 
our faith with you as we continue glorifying God through music in coming months. 
 Several months ago I asked you to share with me suggestions for names for our worship band. No  
suggestions came forth. The truth is, the name is not as important as the literal presence of the band and 
the purpose for our existence. However, as a result of conversations and joking around in band practice 
about the point in a song when we sing with greatest fervor, we called those moments “maximum  
worship.” So I decided that for the time being, our band will be called “Maximum Worship.” I describe 
our band as “small but mighty,” and that might also be an appropriate name, but even if we sing with an 
attitude of quiet contemplation, our worship is still “maximum,” because we are celebrating our faith 
and love of God with the wholeness of our hearts. If you hear the words, “Maximum Worship”, you’ll 
know we’re talking about our band! 
 As we look to the future, we want to expand the variety of music we offer in our service. Contact has 
been made with music staff at Iowa Wesleyan University, opening the doors for them and for students to 
share their gifts with us. Now that at the present moment COVID-19 restrictions have relaxed (we’re  
praying this is permanent!), we are hoping to include a choir in worship on a quarterly basis, beginning 
January 5. I also hope to add the voices of singing children to the service from time to time. Reviving our 
bell choir is also in the plan. We are always open to suggestions and I thank you for all of the ideas you’ve 
shared in the past. More information will be forthcoming as to choir rehearsals as January draws near. 
 I want to invite any and all of you who wish to be a part of the music program to please join us. We’d like 
to add male voices to Maximum Worship, along with other instrumentalists and vocalists who want to 
join. While I want our musical offerings to sound good through practice, preparation and talent, I also 
want you to know that music is a way for you to feel welcomed, encouraged, and enveloped in God’s 
love. We are not so much performers as we are people partaking in worship because we love music: we 
have fun; we are offering our best praises; we are family, and as such, we make a joyful noise to the Lord! 
We would love to see you at any time! 
  

With gratitude, 
 Mary Jo 
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 Articles for the December 
newsletter are due   

Wednesday, November 17th  

Jan–September represents 75% of the 
year. Our income came in at 72.12% 

Our expenses came in at 71.37% 

An Update from your Board of Deacons 
 

Your Board of Deacons would like to be of assistance to you! We want to assist you in whatever way 

might be helpful to you,--- whether it is to run an errand, pray with you, pick up some groceries, or a visit 

over the telephone, etc. Give Deacon Larry Bartlett a call (cell 319-591-1528 or home 319-653-6931) or email 

at Bart20man@gmail.com and he will be glad to make the arrangements for transportation. Along with 

Larry the other deacons are Kathy Knutson, Terry Mangold, Sarah Robison, Rod Letts, Betty                   

Beenblossom, and Grace Schiebel. Feel free to contact any of these folks if we can help you stay safe and 

healthy. May the Peace of Christ be with each of you! 

Be a part of our church email prayer chain! 
As a function of the Board of Deacons, our church has an email prayer chain. All folks in our church family 
are welcome to be a part of this group! This is a place where one can request prayers to  
uplift folks in need of prayers, such as an illness, upcoming surgery, and update on how someone is  
doing. These prayer requests can also be prayers of thanksgiving, such as the birth of a child or other  
joyful situations.  To request a prayer for someone, (with the permission of that individual) contact the 
church office or Mary Atwood at maryjoyatwood@gmail.com or at 319-653-5868 with your request.  If 
you would like to be on the list of those willing to pray for these requests and be notified when prayers 
are needed, also contact the church office or Mary.  We have 85 family units who have “committed to 
praying for these requests and receive these notifications. Prayers work! As we read in Philippian 4:6 "-in 
your prayers ask God for what you need, and always asking Him with a thankful heart". 

Mary Atwood is our much appreciated and excellent Prayer Chain Coordinator.  She 
responds quickly to requests, passing them on with great care and compassion,  
allowing us all to prayerfully share our caring and support to those in need.  Please let 
Mary, Pastor Erin, or the church office know if you’d like to be a part of this ministry.  
Many thanks, Mary.        

Lost and Found 
 

With the weather changing to colder temperatures, we are checking with  
everyone to make sure that no one is missing a jacket or sweatshirt. There are 

four jackets and one sweatshirt that have been hanging in the church’s lost and found for 
several months. The plan is that if they are not claimed by the end of November they will 
be donated. The lost and found is in the north hallway across from the lounge doors.  

mailto:maryjoyatwood@gmail.com
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PW Circle Meeting 
We meet the second Wednesday of the month in the church lounge at 9am 

All are welcome to come, please wear a mask 
This year’s new Bible study is “What my Grandmothers Taught Me”  

Looking at the women in Jesus’ genealogy 

CLEAN-UP HELPERS, THANK YOU, YOU’RE THE BEST!!   
Thanks to the 25 individuals who helped October 17th!  We  
accomplished so much in two hours and had fun, too!  All outdoor  
windows were washed, our goal!  Also, weeds were pulled, hostas and 

trees trimmed, sidewalks edged all around the church and parking lot lines  
painted.   
 
The playground received attention with the little garden area removed to enlarge the grassy area and the 
mulched area enlarged, too.  Trees were trimmed to make the area safer for our little ones, some who 
were playing under the supervision of bigger kids, as we worked!  We’re pleased families are using the 
playground, just call Krystle and she’ll give you the fun, four-letter code.   
 
By the way, working stopped as we watched Cyrus Andrews, arborist and tree trimmer, put on his gear 
and climb high into the playground’s honey locust tree to trim it!  And . . . thanks to Emma Kaye, a wild, 
kitten was captured and taken to Paws and More to be cared for. Never know what’s going to happen on 
a UP Clean-up Day! WE APPRECIATE ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS!!  

“SHORT NOTICE” WORKERS, THANK YOU!   
The Ministerial Alliance received news from HACAP about a disabled person needing 
immediate help with outside and inside work on their home.  Pastor Erin passed the 
need on and some from our church family were able to respond, along with friends from the Lutheran 
and Mennonite Churches. A huge improvement was made, a home was made safer and a homeowner 
was very grateful.  Thanks to those who listened to God’s call and were able to help!!  

SATURDAY KITCHEN UPDATE   
The current plan is that we will NOT re-open the Saturday Kitchen until our guests 
can safely have indoor dining. RenElla Crawford of HACAP has not seen a big  
uptick in people needing food, so that is reassuring. We will be listening to our  
local Public Health officials and we are hopeful later this winter to re-open the  
Saturday Kitchen.                                      

Joe and Marde McConnell, Coordinators  


