October 2019

October Highlights
3rd Mobile Food Pantry
9th Worship & Welcome Meetings
10th Blood Drive
13th Pastor Erin Installation Service
United Presbyterian Church

15th Finance Meeting
16th Session Meeting
20th UpLift
21st Sewing Day
28th Deacon Meeting
upcwash.org

From the Pastor...
Friends,
As October arrives, there are many big events coming up that I'm looking forward to.
On Wednesday, October 2 we will begin Jam Kids. This is an exciting chance to reach out to children in
our community to share the message of Jesus and to form relationships. Please invite children you know
to come and join us.
The first Sunday in October is the day when churches around the world celebrate the fact that we are all
a part of the universal body of Christ - this is called World Communion Sunday. That day, we will have
communion in worship and will remember Christians around the world as they too celebrate the meal
that Jesus shared with his disciples.
The following Sunday, October 13, we will have my installation service at 3 pm in the Sanctuary. This is a
special service that celebrates the fact that we are in ministry together. There will be guests from the
Presbytery to help lead worship, including Lori Wunder (one of the Co-Moderators of the Presbytery),
Martha Wiley (the woman who worked with the search committee to help facilitate my coming here),
Jason Collier (pastor of Ainsworth Community Church), as well as our own Julie Johnson (chair of the
search committee). It's going to be a wonderful event!
Wednesday, October 16 will see the reintroduction of Praise Cafe, when everyone is invited to come and
eat dinner together at the church. The Families in Faith Sunday School class is providing our dinner - all
you need to do is show up around 5:15 pm prepared to eat and enjoy fellowship with others!
The following Sunday we will begin a series about gratitude and stewardship.
Joe McConnell and his team have been working hard to prepare for our
stewardship campaign, and I'm excited for you to see what they have to share.
Of course all of the usual events and meetings will continue as well! Sunday
School, Bible studies, committees, youth events - it's going to be a fun month!
As we continue along our journey as a congregation, may we seek to love God first, and to love the
people God has placed in this world - both locally and beyond.
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CREW (Middle School Ministry)
Oct 6th: 1:30 - 5:30pm - Corn Maze @ Bloomsbury Farms
Oct 20th: 3:30pm @ UP Church
Corn Maze @ Harvestville Farms w/ CREW
On Sunday October 6th CREW will head down to Donnellson
to enjoy the 10 Acre Corn Maze at Harvestville Farms.
I hear that is is aMAZEing.
We will meet here at the church at 1:30pm and plan on being
back somewhere between 5 and 5:30pm.
Inside Out (Senior High Ministry)
Oct 6th: 6:30pm @ UP Church
Oct 13th: 6:30pm @ UP Church
Oct 19th - 20th: Fall Retreat @ Camp Wyoming
Oct 27th: 6:30pm @ UP Church
Inside Out Fall Retreat
Retreats are a great opportunity to get away and to get out of our typical routine, gather with some
friends, have some fun, and relax. This year we are headed to Camp Wyoming for our retreat. I had
originally thought it would be fun to go to the state of Wyoming, but that ended up being too far away.
We will meet at UPChurch in the afternoon on Saturday October 19th and head out to the camp.
It is our plan to be back at UPChurch in the early afternoon on Sunday.

Son City (Elementary School Ministry)
Oct 6th: 8:45am - “Blessing & Birthrights” - Spiritual Practices/Games
Oct 13th: 8:45am - “Blessing & Birthrights” - Art
Oct 20th: 8:45am - “Freedom” - Science
Oct 27th: 8:45am - “Freedom” - Storytelling

Kingdom Kids Preschool is off to a great start. We currently have 8 students who are excited
to learn and explore. Please LIKE our page on facebook and you will see samplings of each
day. Soon we will sadly be saying goodbye to Ms. Irazu who has volunteered in our room for
the last two years. She and her husband, Jose, will be moving to South Dakota. We wish them
well and hope she can continue to use her talents to love kiddos. Please continue to pray for our
families, students and staff as we delve into the new year.

United Presbyterian Church
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We’re so pleased to have two individuals become a part of our church family through the transfer of
their memberships.
The first is Connie Jarrard, born and raised in Washington. She has three older
siblings: two brothers and one sister. A graduate of Washington High School, she
has fond memories of playing in the school band. Following her 1965 graduation
she worked for Collins Radio in Cedar Rapids, traveled to Kansas City, and landed
in New Orleans in 1968. She remained there for almost 28 years, loving the energy
of the city. She worked in food and beverage service for the downtown
Roosevelt Hotel, located on Canal St. and across from the French Quarter.
She especially enjoyed the last eight years working in catering where she saw some absolutely fabulous
homes, particularly during Mardi Gras Ball season.
She returned to Washington in 1995 to be closer to family, where she worked at Modine and treasured
having seven more years with her mother.
Connie’s catering background was a great help planning our church Ragbrai meal and is a great help
with “our” Saturday Kitchen hosting. We’re happy to have Connie “officially” as part of our church
family. Welcome, Connie!!

The second is Jim Lester, Washington’s new Chief of Police. Jim was born and raised in the north
central Iowa town of Clarion. He was the youngest of six kids, with his homemaker mom doing
childcare and his dad working for the county secondary roads department.
Following high school Jim attended Iowa Central Community College for a year, studying business.
Having an interest in photography and skills there, too, he landed a job working for the Eagle Grove
newspaper as its photographer and sports editor. He said he thought he was “pretty cool” - having a
“real job with a regular paycheck” at the age of 19!
It was while he was working at the paper that he became interested in law
enforcement while covering crime scenes. In 1989 Jim attended the Iowa Law
Enforcement Academy, serving 1½ years both in Clarion and Eagle Grove. For his
last twenty-seven years Jim’s been a Deputy Sheriff in the Wright County’s Sheriff’s
Office, a place where he had many different responsibilities.
Jim was pleased to share he has three adult children, adopted through the foster
care system. Katie and her husband live in Klemme, Iowa and Candace and her three kids live in
Clarion. Youngest son, Grant, lives in Cedar Rapids with his girlfriend and her kids.
Jim’s happy to be in Washington, serving as our Chief of Police and happy to be become part of our
UPC family, too. He served in various capacities at his previous church and hopes to get more involved
in our church as time goes on. Welcome, Jim!!

United Presbyterian Church
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KINDNESS touches lives in our school district as teachers and staff make the effort to provide food for
hungry students and their families!
Did you know that Washington High School and Middle Schools are attempting to fill the need for food,
clothing, and hygiene products for their students? The high school has established a district Food
Pantry that partners with HACAP allowing students to stop in for a few groceries as needed once a
week. Currently, about 15 - 20 students are served weekly. This is all done in conjunction with HACAP
standards and through the recommendation of a school counselor.
The middle school has a Clothing Closet which offers clean clothing as well as hygiene products to both
schools also. And of course we know that the elementary schools have had a backpack program for
several years, offering a weekend of food for the younger children in our district. This program
currently provides packs to 35 children each Friday.

There is a committee of 25 concerned and interested educators who work as a team on these projects
as well as HACAP and several churches that help provide supplies.
It is heart warming to think that many in our community care so deeply for the families in need
in our midst!
Thank you to all who contributed to the Sunday School project for last year.
We raised $1,814.67 for HACAP. This year our project is Heifer International.
We would love to raise enough money to buy an ark which is $5,000.
Thank you so very much for your labor of love.
Cleaning up the yard for Eleanor and Arnold Waring was such a blessing.
Your Christian Charity is truly a special gift to the family.
Blessings, Amy Waring Badger
Thank you to the Alderton Family for sharing from the bounty of their gardens with our church family
AND with our Saturday Kitchen guests, as well. We’re grateful to you all for your generosity!!
Thanks to Joyce Wilson, who as a volunteer for the deacon card ministry faithfully sends out notes of love
to many in our church family. These include birthday cards to those over 90, get well cards, sympathy
cards, thinking of you cards, or notes of congratulations. As of mid-September of this year, Joyce has
sent out 81 notes sharing of our love!

United Presbyterian Church

5

upcwash.org

Lynn– lynnloula@yahoo.com
Office– upsecretary@gmail.com
Mary– maryjoyatwood@gmail.com

SEPT. 14 SATURDAY KITCHEN HOSTING
One of our guests said, “I know I don’t have to worry about food on Saturdays.”
That’s why we do what we do!!
Sept. 14 MENU, in case you’re interested: grilled hamburgers, 3 bean salad, potato salad,
assorted veggies and dip, fruit cup and brownies.
THANKS to each of you who helped, in anyway, to serve over 85 guests and to give out
many take-out containers for future meals!!
2020 SATURDAY KITCHEN PLANNING is happening now! Contact Joe or Marde McConnell
(653-3884) if you know of a group that might like to be part of this wonderful,
community, outreach program – even just one Saturday in 2020 would be helpful.

United Presbyterian Church
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If you’re interested in helping,
contact Jared Long
upwashyouth@gmail.com
PRAISE CAFÉ & KINGDOM KIDS PRESCHOOL OPEN HOUSE
Wednesday, October 16th 5:15pm
Come eat, meet our preschool families and JAM kids, see what our
preschool is up to, and enjoy fellowship.
The Praise Café will be held on the 3rd Wednesday of each month.

United Presbyterian Church
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Church Family News
Did you know...
SHANE ANDERSON is an actor? Check out recent,
Civco, YouTube video . . . now on to church skits,
Shane?

JOE MURPHY (AND FAMILY?) prepared the yummy
meat for our Lake Darling Park, church family,
service and picnic?
KAREN DILLON won the “best salsa” award at a
recent Farmer’s Market. Way to go, Karen!

Congratulations to KRISTA AND BOB GAAL on
A member of the community donated hamburgers being new grandparents of Elise, daughter of son
for our recent Saturday Kitchen? We’re so grateful Braden and his wife, Allie, of Des Moines area.
for the donation!

*New T-shirts orders this fall, expect something new – Christmas gifts?
*Many thanks for your UPC audit responses - compiling results - specifics later!
*Sign up on-line anytime or person Sunday mornings to help as greeters or with refreshments
*Contact Welcome Team or church office if you have suggestions or if you’d like to be a part of our team,
love to have you!
Team Members: Megan Alderton, Teresa Anderson, Christy Buchholz, Ann Conklin, Marde McConnell,
Julie Murphy, and Angie Schluetter

October is the time for reflection on our commitment to the mission work of our Church.
This is the time to consider how we can support our staff and maintain our facility as a place of worship.
Gratitude is the heart of Stewardship. We encourage you to search your heart-asking what you are
grateful for.
The four cornerstones of this year’s Stewardship will be:
Attending worship
Growing our faith
Serving Others
Giving Generously
Please join us in committing our resources to loving God and loving Others.

1 Synthia Palmer
1 Layne Twinam
2 Donna Orris
3 Noah Bruns
4 Heidi Johnson
6 Marie See
8 Alicia Greiner
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8 Halle Leyden
9 Betty Colby
9 Cameron Westphal
10 Jace Johnson
11 April Cuddeback
11 Harriett Rustan
12 Quinn Buckingham
13 Layla Hesser
14 Travis Moore
16 Madelyn Janecek
16 Tracy Kleese
16 Brendan Loula
8

17 Christy Buchholz
18 Victor Miller
18 Wilma Wright
19 Donald Gorham
20 Nolan Burke
22 James Wertz
23 Rollin Davison
23 Dexter Rich
24 Terry Mangold
25 Carmen Woods
27 Barbara Schreur
28 David Draheim
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