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    September 2018 

September Highlights 
3rd Labor Day (Office Closed) 

4th KKP Starts! 

5th Family Connections 

8th Saturday Kitchen—US!! 

9th Kick Off Sunday and new Worship Starts! 

10th Rotary Turkey Dinner 

18th Finance 

19th Session 

19th PW Fall Dessert 

 

 

8:30 – 9:15        Traditions Worship in the Sanctuary  (Traditional Worship) 
 

9:15 - 9:45         Coffee/Fellowship in the Fellowship Hall 
 

9:30 – 10:30      Sunday School Classes for all ages throughout the church 
 

10:15 – 10:45     Connections-coffee fellowship in the Fellowship Hall  
 

10:45-11:45        Celebration Worship in the Sanctuary (Contemporary Worship) 
                                                                                                              

 

Any month that has a 5th Sunday will be filled  with a potluck  
and fellowship in place of Sunday school!  
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As we begin a new season of the year, we also begin a new season in our church.  September 9th is 
the kick-off Sunday for Sunday School.  And this year, along with all that, we are kicking-off, or  
launching, our new Sunday morning experience.  This includes worship styles and worship times.   

 

Jesus said, “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  

Whenever a church (or any organization) makes shifts like these, it takes everybody working together 
to make it all happen in a seamless and positive way. And it’s our goal on Sunday mornings to have 
everybody serving others in one capacity or another.  So, whether it’s serving each Sunday or on a 
rotation basis with others on a team, we want everybody to be involved in the fun, the excitement, 
and the important role of serving and loving others, welcoming everyone into worship and into the 
UPChurch family.   
 

Listed below are new ways you can get plugged in Sunday mornings serving others. There will be a 

sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall for you to tell us how you want to serve. So, grab a friend, and sign up 

to help out together.  Thanks! 

Traditions  8:30 – 9:15 
 

Greeter Team 
8:15 (6 per worship service)  
 

Coffee/Hospitality Team  
9:15 – 9:45  (4 per worship service) 
 

Welcome Center Team 
9:15 – 9:45  (2 per worship service) 
 

Worship Tech Team 
8:15 – 9:15  (2 per worship service) 
 

Special Music 
(Singers, Pianists, Instrumentalists) 
 

Chancel Choir 
8:00 – 9:15  (Unlimited) 
Weekly rehearsals and Sunday mornings 
 
Handbells 
8:00 – 9:15 
Weekly rehearsals and monthly Sunday  
mornings 

Celebration  10:45 – 11:45 
 

Greeter Team 
10:15 – 10:45 (6 per worship service)  
 

Connections Hospitality Team  
10:00 – 10:45 (4 per worship service) 
 

Welcome Center Team 
10:00 - 10:45  (2 per worship service) 
 

Worship Tech Team 
10:30 – 11:45  (2 per worship service) 
 

Worship Band 
9:15 – 11:45  
(Vocals, Keys, Guitar, Bass, Drums,  Sound) 
(Also: Violin, Cello) 

From the Worship Committee... 
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Many Thanks! 

 
I just want to say thanks for your gracious send off. 

Thanks for all the kind words, affirmations,  
encouragements, and generous gestures.  

Thanks for your willingness to put up with me  these 
last 20 months. I am glad for the time we have had together. 

 
I wish you all the best and will keep you in my prayers as you move forward.  

 
Pastor Bill 

From the Pastor... 

Notes from the Session 
 

On Sunday the 19th following the late worship service a large number of people stayed to say “Thank 
You” and “Good Bye” to Pastor Bill Warhover.  We are sad to see him go but thankful for the time he was 
here.  Mary Lou Saforek,  Joe McConnell, Kevin Caldwell and Travis Moore make up a task force to bring in  
a Temporary Supply Pastor.   
 
It feels like summer is almost over with school starting in a few days and Labor Day is just two weeks 
away.  The county and state fairs are over and another successful Vacation Bible School celebrated.   
Summer is a busy time and it was no different for your session members.    
 
The session approved a Live Stream Privacy Policy regarding what will be shown on the home screens to 
protect the privacy of those attending services in our church.   
 
The Pastor Nominating Committee continues their search for a permanent pastor 
and ask that you keep them in your prayers.   
 
The Youth groups have been active this summer as you will read in Jared’s report.  
Also, looking to the new season he reports there is a lot of energy moving forward with some new things 
to be experienced this year.   
 
The music director is busy recruiting singers and musicians to begin rehearsals.  If  this is something you 
are interested in be sure to contact Butch or let the office know. 
 
The Worship Team is gearing up to launch the new worship schedule on Sunday, September 9.  
 Information has been sent by email and letter concerning the new times and locations of worship.  Our 
Traditional service begins at 8:30 am with the Celebration (contemporary) service at 10:45 am, both in the 
sanctuary.  Coffee times and times for Sunday School classes for all are listed in the information.    
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Son City (Elementary School Ministry) 
Son City will be kicking off another year on Sept. 9 at our new time, 9:30am.  That’s not all that’s new 
though.  Every other week, for the next school year, we will be headed out of the classroom and even 
beyond the walls of the church to go visit some close by locations to see what we can learn about God 
on a pig farm (Prodigal Son), at the local fishing hole (fishers of men), or at the road salt storage facility 
(don’t lose your saltiness).  The alternating weeks we will be staying on site and taking part in lessons 
that complement and reaffirm what we are learning off-site.  I am expecting it to be great fun! 
 

Drive-In Diner  September 23rd 
You are invited to attend the CREW Annual Drive-In Diner.  We are planning it 
for Sunday September 23rd from 5-6pm, here in the UP Church South Parking 
Lot.  As always we will be providing freshly grilled hamburgers and hotdogs.  
Hope to see you there! 
 

 

Adventureland September 30th 
On Sunday September 30th Inside Out will be going to Adventureland.  We 
will meet at the church at 9:30am, enjoy brunch at the church, and then 
load the vans and head out at 10am.  We should be back at church by 8pm.   

CREW (Middle School Ministry) 
Sept 9th:     3:30pm @ UP Church - Fall 2018  
Kick-Off! 
Sept 23rd:  Meet @ 3:30pm.  Drive-In Diner from 
5-6pm 
   

Inside Out (Senior High Ministry) 
Sept. 9th: 6:30pm @ UP Church - Fall 2018  
Kick-Off 
Sept 16th:  6:30pm @ UP Church  
Sept 23rd:  6:30pm @ UP Church  
Sept 30th: 9:30am @ UP Church - Adventureland 

Inside Out Mission Trippers 

On Sunday, June 17th during the 10:30 worship service the high schoolers who traveled to Rockport, TX 
for their 2018 Mission Trip shared some of their experiences.  Additionally, the four adults who traveled 
with them spoke – Jared Long, Krista Gaal, Tracy Strabala and Jake Thorius.  It was very moving to hear 
how these youth served others who were in a time of great need.  They helped people whose homes 
needed repair; they learned new skills; and they were humbled in all the ways they were serving God to 
those so less fortunate.    Their lives will never be the same and we pray their faith grew as they helped 
others in Rockport, TX.  We, as a church family, prayed for these young people and the adults – for safe 
travels and changed hearts.  God is good and we’re grateful to the 2018 Inside Out Mission Trip Team. 
 

In closing, a video created by Erin Thorius, was shared.  It showed the group having fun times along the 
way to Texas, working very hard to help others in need in Rockport, and then . . . collapsing and  
catching up on their sleep on the way home.  Thank you to each of you, youth and adults, who partici-
pated in the Inside Out 2018 Mission Trip.  You were the hands and feet of Christ - giving hope and  
sharing love to people in need in Rockport, Texas.  
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Vacation Bible School, a Huge Success!! 
 

Over 50 kids attended all or part of the Rolling River Rampage!  A rampage it was - five 
evenings of fun and learning about how to live our lives with God by our side, leading us through the 
calm and not so calm “waters” of our lives.  Fellowship Hall was transformed with evergreen trees, 
tents, boats, waterfalls and wild animals – including everything from a traveling deer to a hissing snake!   
 

In addition to a light meal each evening, there were four stations the kids traveled through:  story time, 
science, crafts and games.  Each station reinforced that evening’s theme, such as acceptance or joy.   
There was the raucous and energetic music at the opening and closing, complete with a visit from our 
guide and a loving, little sea otter!   
 

In conclusion, the kids were encouraged to bring financial donations for an organization digging wells 
for fresh and clean water to those living in Tanzania.  The kids donated over $500 and now 50 people 
will have clean water!!  Thanks to all the many of you from our church family who donated food items, 
made financial donations and/or donated YOURSELVES to help and your time to make this wonderful 
community outreach possible.  Thanks to the kids for their enthusiasm in learning about God’s love for 
them, now and always.  

                                               The Kingdom Kids  
The Kingdom Kids Preschool room is stirring with activity once again.  The teachers, Jen 
Holthus and I (Brenda Miles), are busy cleaning, sorting, organizing, and creating to get 
ready for that first day.  I have been doing home visits to meet each student and his/her 
family.  I take photos of things that they love from home and ask questions to get to know 

the child. Parents also get a chance to ask questions in a comfortable environment. Another "ease into 
preschool” activity is Meet the Class Night (Aug 30).  Families are invited to eat a simple meal, look 
around the classroom, play on the playground and meet classmates and their families.  All of these  
transition activities help relieve the “fear of the unknown” feelings that many  
children (and adults) have about new events.  Hopefully that first day of preschool 
on Sept 4 will be a comfortable, happy one.   
 
We have several spots left for children, so keep spreading the word.  Remember, 4 
year olds are funded by Iowa Voluntary Preschool.  Keep praying for our families,  
children and teachers as we go into this new year.   
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HACAP...Hawkeye Area Community Action Program has been chosen by our Mission Committee to  
receive our Sunday School Offering for this year.  The funds will be feeding families, helping with heat, 
water bills, deposits and clothing right here in Washington County.  Currently HACAP assists about 100 
families monthly with food, regardless of income if you need food, they provide. They give out boxes of 
food collected as well as up to 6 $10 grocery cards for perishable foods to each family per year. Another 
food program is the Back Pack program that sends food home from school with children in need for 
the weekends. 
 
They also help families that have received disconnect notices from utilities, past due water bills and 
winter heat assistance to those who qualify.  HACAP assists families at 200% of  
poverty, which for a family of four is $49,200.  If a family needs help but doesn't  
qualify, they refer them to other programs that can assist. Clothing assistance is  
provided through Goodwill vouchers of $10/person up to 4 times a year that can be 
used for clothes, shoes, gloves or hats. 
 
Pray for the staff and volunteers that work to keep our community fed and functioning 
as well as those that give to help others in need. 

 

Please contact the church office or call Joe or Marde McConnell at 653-3884 if you have questions or 
 suggestions about the Saturday Kitchen or to volunteer. 

Saturday Kitchen Good News 
 

Joe and I were unable to participate in our July Presbyterian hosting of the Saturday Kitchen, 
as we were out of town.  We did some prep work ahead of time but . . . everything was in 
good hands.  Mary Atwood and Jane Cuddeback coordinated the kitchen.  We had “grillers of 
porkburgers” on board too:  Andy and Cindy McCall and Tim Trotman!  There were, of course, 
many others of you in our church family who reached out in caring once again, too.  Many 
thanks, as always! 
 
We will be contacting all the 2018 “hosts” about their availability to host once again in 2019.  
We pray for positive responses once again in 2019 and that God will lead us to new groups 
willing to reach out to those in need.  If you know of a group which might be interested in  
being a host, even one Saturday, please let Joe or me know.   
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We are still searching!  We continue to seek candidates, asking for more matches, pouring over PIFs,  
calling references, interviewing via skype. Several weeks ago, we felt we might have found our pastor, 
but he went in a different direction.  On August 20, we interviewed a pastor on Skype.  Most of the PNC 
felt he was not someone who we want to pursue any further.  There have been a few new PIFs since 
then, but none that seemed like a good match. 
 
Yes we are feeling a bit frustrated.  As school starts and folks scurry about to  
enjoy these last days of August, it is more difficult to gather our committee, and 
might be even harder to isolate days for a potential pastor to meet with us.  We 
are, once again, asking for a fresh group of PIFs from Presbytery.  All PNC  
members will receive copies of new PIFs through email.  We will each peruse 
these individually and send comments to everyone.  This will be our “homework” 
for several weeks, then we will once again meet to discuss PIFs and our reactions.  Hopefully this will  
provide new candidates to look at more closely and, God willing, from which to discover our next pastor! 
 
We seek to be led by God in this process.  We have faith that He is leading and will continue to lead us to 
find the best pastor for the UPC.  Keep praying for us! 
 
In His name, Julie Johnson, Jim Cuddeback, Katie Lujan, Krista Gaal, Jordan Youngman, Lynn Loula and 
Emily Burroughs  

Are you or someone you 
care deeply about in need 
of prayer? Our church has 
an Email Prayer Chain that 
reaches 98 different home 

in our church family. To request prayers, the 
 request must be okayed by the individual first 
and then contact Deacon Mary Atwood with 
your request (maryjoyatwood@gmail.com).  

If you would like to be on this prayer chain, 
please contact Mary with your email address.  

Let us continue to strive to be faithful servants as 
we offer up our prayers to our Loving Lord.  

Are You Missing Something? 
A Red Chair/A Black Jacket? 

 
It’s true - we have a red, canvas 

chair in our church lost and found 
area!  It was left at Sunset Park after our fun,  

family, Kewash Trail, Bike Outing.  We also have 
several black/gray jackets and a few other  

miscellaneous items at the church; all which are 
looking for their homes. 

 
Where are these items?  All lost and found items 
are labeled and are in the south entrance, coat 

rack area.  They have been at the church for many 
months and need to move on.  Please check asap 

to see if any of these items belong to you or  
anyone in your family. 

 
After Sunday, Sept. 9th these items will be donated 

to Goodwill.  

Articles for the October 
newsletter are due   

Tuesday, September 18 
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The Feed & Read Book Club will next 

meet on Thursday, 

 September 20 at 11:45 am in the 

Church Library. 

Presbyterian  
    Women Monthly Meeting  

       will be Wednesday, September 12 
in the UP Home at 9am.  

Church Family News . . . just so you know!   
 

Thanks to  Andy and Cindy McCall who donated porkburgers and porkloins to the church.  
Our Saturday Kitchen guests have already benefitted from the McCall’s generosity.  Thanks for your  

caring and sharing, Andy and Cindy. 
 

We give thanks for the lovely Fellowship Hall table centerpieces donated by the family of Sharon  
Evans.  Following the celebration of life service and meal which took place in memory of Sharon, her 

family chose to share their centerpieces with our church family.  The beauty was enjoyed by our church 
family and some were later shared with members no longer able to worship with us.  The beauty and 

love of the flowers kept being “passed along.”  Thank you to Tammy Vittetoe for creating and sharing 
these lovely reminders of her mother and of God’s love for us all.   

 

Thanks to the Crew Kids and the adults, our Jared and Erin Thorius and Brad Alderton, for their VERY 
enthusiastic August Car Wash!  Not only did many of us get our cars washed, we were treated to  

watching “our kids” work together and have fun together.  The Crew kids (middle school age kids) 
meet every other week in the summer doing some kind of service project and then having some fun 

together.   
 

Our grateful thanks to “our” Brad Alderton who so generously shares some of his garden produce, 
what a treat that is!  He not only shares it with us, his church family, he shares it with our Saturday 

Kitchen guests, too.  God bless you, Brad, for your green thumb and caring heart. 

Connect with us on Facebook: 
 

“Washington United Presbyterian Church” 
 

“The CROSSing Washington, Iowa” 
 

      “Kingdom Kids Preschool  
Washington Iowa” 

Team UP and Friends  
 

Relay for Life 2018 has come to a close and what a success it was!  $70,000 was raised to be 
donated to the American Cancer Society in their fight against cancer.  Our very own Team 
UP and Friends donated a little over $3000 to Washington County Relay for Life 2018.  
 
As Team Captains we, Ann Conklin and Marde McConnell, thank you, our UP Church Family, 
for your generosity.  In so many ways you helped support Relay for Life through:  attending our Potato 
Bar, participating and walking on Relay Saturday, donating auction items, bidding in the dessert or  
general auction on Relay Saturday, purchasing luminaires and/or making general donations.  
 
Thank you for your support, UP Church family and Team UP and Friends members, you’re the best! 
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                          Stained Glass Windows Update! 
 
The six smaller stained glass windows in the sanctuary have now been repaired and put back in place.   
Glass Heritage located in Davenport, Iowa did the work on the windows.   We had noticed that the lead 
holding the glass pieces had deteriorated and that the windows were starting to bow in their frames.   
Glass Heritage took each individual piece of glass out of the old lead, cleaned the glass, put the glass 
back together in new lead, and then made new metal frames to hold the windows in place.   They could 
tell by the quality of the glass, the thickness of the glass, the brilliant colors of the glass, and the cutting 
of the glass pieces that the windows were very old and of very high quality.   They said that the church 
had a real treasure in these windows and that the restoration they did should make the windows last 
another century.    
 
This project was rather costly and only possible through the generosity of the Tinnes family.   Cloyce 
and Naomi Tinnes were long time members of this church and at their passing, the heirs set up a  
memorial fund called the Tinnes Building Fund.   The Property Committee contacted Shirley Tinnes 
Reed and Angie Tinnes Nofzinger and explained the need to do the repairs on the windows.   Cloyce 
had been the head of the property committee for years and both Shirley and Angie readily agreed to 
use the memorial money to fund the project.    Both ladies do return to Washington occasionally to visit 
and often attend church while here.   If you see them, please thank them for their generosity. 

 
Church  Contacts  
   P.O. Box 32 
   209 E Main Street 
   Washington, IA, 52353 
   319-653-6588 
    

Secretary/Treasurer 
Jessica Canny 
upsecretary@gmail.com 
 

Music & Arts Director 
Butch Zwicki 
butchzwicki@gmail.com 

Director of Youth 
   Jared Long 
   upwashyouth@gmail.com 
 

Kingdom Kids  
Preschool 
  Brenda Miles 
  kkpwash@gmail.com 

Please let the office know if you are 
not receiving emails from the 

church. We are having issues with 
emails that have documents attached to them. 

You will need to check your attachment settings 
on your email or your junk settings, as it’s showing 

they are going out on my end. We apologize for 
any inconvenience.  
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                                    Camp Reece Night of Support  
 

Our Camp Reece support, coordinated by our Deacons, “went great” according to team 
leaders, Kathy Knutson and Sallie Graves.  We had 12 volunteers help at the camp:  Anne Youngman; 
Karen and John Dillon; Sallie Graves, Karen and Gary Murphy; Betty and Dick Colby; Andy, Cindy and 
Kristene McCall and Kathy Knutson.  The 14 dozen cookie bakers were Joyce Wilson, Wilma Wright,  

Karen Murphy, Joyce Letts, Dorothy White and Janice Flory.  Thank you, UP Church Family, for reaching 
out to our friends at Camp Reece!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Our” Donnie Gorham once again was delighted to see folks from his church family come for the  
evening.  He was celebrating his 51st year of his attending Camp Reece!  And to think that this camp was 

started back in the 60’s by one of “our” Presbyterian ministers, Rev. Clarence Dehne.  What a rich  
history the UP Church has had and continues to have with Camp Reece.  By the way, for those of you 

who don’t know, Reece is an acronym for Religious and Education Experience in a Camping 
 Environment.   

 

In closing, it’s such a privilege and honor for so many of our Church Family to be able to serve those in 
our community who have disabilities and who are “camping” at Camp Reece.   

 Church Landscaping Update 
 

Our grateful thanks goes out to so many who have helped improve our outside, landscaping 
“appearance.”  We have worked with Tammy Yoder of Green Earth Design in Kalona and she’s had good 
ideas for us and her crew has helped us some.  
 

First of all, thanks to Scott Lujan for bringing his edger to the church and for all his hard work on the front 
sidewalks.  And thanks to Dave Bruns and sons for hauling in more landscape bricks for use at various 
sites around the church.  As you all know (and many of you have shared positive comments), last year we 
re-landscaped the area south of Fellowship Hall.  Well, this summer and fall we’re “sprucing up” several 
other smaller areas around the church.  We know you’ll appreciate the additional improvements, too. 
 

Thanks to Julie Johnson, Ken Wulf, Shane Anderson, Jim Cuddeback, Joe and Marde McConnell.  These 
volunteers gave a couple of hours one Saturday morning and spread a weed deterrent and mulch at the 
refurbished, new landscaping areas.  They worked hard but also enjoyed each other’s company, too. 
 

In closing, we have Kathy Knutson to thank for the beautiful and welcoming, flowering 
plants at each church entrance doorway.  Kathy planted and lovingly cares for these 
plants.  These plants are a pretty splash of color and are enjoyed by us all and enjoyed 
by so many others visiting or driving by, too.  Thanks again, Kathy. 
 

Keep watching, as we have some additional projects yet planned for the fall!!  
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4 Frances Batterson  

5 Marissa Gaal  

5 Kitch Shatzer  

6 Betty Beenblossom  

6 Jeff Burroughs  

8 Peyton Cuddeback  

11 Kaden Bex  

11 Jerry Flory  

13 Karen Murphy  

14 Vicki Brinning  

14 Aaron Coakley  

14 Megan Strabala  

19 Jim Cuddeback  

19 Lindsay Hippen  

21 Betty Gipple  

21 Steve Liebe  

21 Piper Morris  

21 Nick Reed  

22 Jules Schuster  

26 Clay Eaton  

27 Martha Chabal  

28 Tom Bollman  

29 Mary Case  

29 Maridee Woods  

Happy Birthday! 
Reaching Out in Love to our 
Neighbors in Mt. Pleasant 

 

This summer an urgent financial  
request was made by the Mt. Pleasant 

Presbyterian Church to assist those immigrant family 
members who were recently separated from one  

another.  We UP’s responded!   
 

The church Mission Team made a generous donation.  
Also, the Carver Concession Stand Workers/Mission 
Trippers responded with a generous donation.  And 
we’re aware many other individuals from our church 

family made caring donations, too.   
 

We felt the pain of these families who only want a 
better and safer life for their families.  We responded 

as we are taught in Matthew 25:40:  “I tell you the 
truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these 

brothers of mine, you did for me.” 

2018 Ice Cream and  
Pool Social! 


