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A warm January tends to get us dreaming of the 
longer and warmer days of spring.  Something tells 
me we arenôt there yet!  From my years of growing 
up in Iowa, there seems to be something odd about 
seeing green grass in January.  Maybe this year will 
be different. 
 
I wanted to thank everyone for all the wonderful 
artwork submitted to the Festival of Arts 2012.  
What a blessing it is to have many artists in our 
midst who are willing to share their talents with the 
congregation.  Thanks to Pastor Bob for weaving 
his message around the artwork from the festival.  I 
look forward to your suggestions to help make our 
Festival of Arts better.  Also, if you have ideas for 
festival themes for coming years, please contact 
me. 
 
I also wanted to thank everyone for all time, effort, 
preparation, rehearsal and prayer throughout 2011.  
So many folks are working hard to move us toward 
more moments of meaningful worship and great 
celebration in our Sunday worship time together.  
Music in worship helps to dissolve our human bar-
riers to the Holy Spirit.  Our hardened hearts soften, 
our darkened souls spark back to life, our minds, 
closed by the overstimulation of the day-to-day rat 
race, begin to open to what God has in store for us 
as a congregation and each individually.  As music 
flows, distractions begin to fall away, and we can 
feel the warmth of Godôs Spirit moving through us, 
again centering our lives on Christ.    
 
When we truly center on Christ on Sunday morn-
ings, our focus becomes not about the music, but 
about the worship.  Whether weôre singing a hymn, 
a worship song, or experiencing someone offering a 
special music in worship, the music is only a vehi-
cle God gives us to move closer to Him.  With bar-
riers broken down, we are free to seek God in awe 
and in humbleness.  We are free to open our hands 
to His touch.  We are free to open our arms to His 
embrace.  We are free to open our very being to 
Him who has formed the universe, to Him who, in 
His majesty and power, still reaches out to even the 
smallness of you and me.  
 
In each of us thereôs an emptiness put there by God.  
And itôs an emptiness that only He can fill.   God 
wants a relationship with us all.  And He is waiting, 
ñcalling for you and for meò.  As we come together 
on Sunday mornings, let us not sit passively in the 
pew as an observer, but instead, let us come with a 
non-relenting passion to enter into worship with the 
fervent desire to actively reach out and experience 
Christ deep in our hearts.  Let us sincerely open our 
lives to Him.  Let us roar that He might hear.  Let 
us pray that He might know our love.  Let us listen 
that He might speak.   
 
Godôs blessing to all.   Butch 

Sympathy to the family of: 
Robert Bates, deceased December 30 
E. Bernadine Grosscup, deceased January 2 
Margaret Tuttle, deceased January 29 

 
 

Godôs Blessing on: 
Jackson Dean, son of Curt & Sarah Rodgers, 
baptized on January 22. 

 
 

Thanks from: 
The Washington County HACAP Site Coun-
cil Members and staff want to express their 
sincere gratitude for your generous contribu-
tion to families in need this holiday season. 
With your kind support of the Christmas 
Adoption Program, we were above to serve 
172 families with food, clothing and gifts. 
Thanks again for your kindness. (Groups in 
our church adopted 6 families.) 

 

 
Thanks so much for your donations to the Mit-
ten Tree. The following items were given to 
Stewart & Lincoln schools so children can be 
warm this winter: Lincolnð7 headbands, 3 
scarves, 18 pairs of gloves, 17 hats; Stewartð7 
pairs of gloves, 9 hats, 2 headbands and 1 scarf. 
 
 

Connecting to the Church on the Web 
WEB SITE:  The churchôs website,  

www.upcwash.org,  has much useful informa-
tion including the current newsletter and church 
calendar. 

FACEBOOK:  The church also has a group on 
Facebook.  If you look up ñUnited Presbyterian 
Church, Washingtonò you should find it.  
EMAIL:  Call the church office if we donôt have 

your email so that you can get the newsletter 
sent to you and other important announcements. 

PRAYER CHAIN:  Maxine Martin hosts a prayer 
chain by sending emails of prayer concerns to 
anyone who would like to prayer for concerns 
of our church.  To get on the prayer chain, e-
mail mommamax13@iowatelecom.net 

 
 
 

Spreading the Word ï As you probably 
know by now, our churchôs newsletter has gone 
electronic.  It is available on our web site 
(www.upcwash.org) or by e-mail to anyone who 
has given their address to the office.  Anyone who 
still wishes to receive the newsletter by ñsnailò 
mail simply has to notify the office or extras will 
be available on the information table in the fel-
lowship hall.   

 

http://www.upcwash.org
mailto:mommamax13@windstream.net
http://www.upcwash.org


              
  

  
 

Sunday School Offering Project  2011 ï 2012 
Totals:  for PDA $1561  ð 92 boxes for HACAP 

 
Our Sunday School offering for Presbyterian Disas-
ter Assistance, or PDA, is being donated for aid in 
areas on the national scene.  Currently, the PDA is 
providing assistance in the following areas of our 
nation: 
 Northeast and southeast storms and flooding 
of 2010 
 The Gulf Oil Spill of  2010 
 The areas affected by Hurricane Irene 
 Midwest spring storms and flooding of 2011 
 Flood recovery in North Dakota of 2011 
 Arizona wildfires of 2011 
     Recent tornadoes in the southeast of 2012 
Please continue to give generously to this Sunday 
School offering as we offer funds to aid our 
óneighbors in needô around this country. 
 
We continue to collect food items for HACAP.  
Thanks to our Inside Out group who went shopping 
last Sunday evening and packed 11 boxes.  Thanks 
also to the students of our 7th and 8th grade SS class 
who are promoting and collecting items and dollars 
for the óSouper Bowlô this next Sunday.  Every can, 
every box, every bag allows someone who is hungry 
in our community to have something to eat. Please 
continue to shop and drop off items in our shopping 
carts.  Thank you! 
 

 

Lunch and Entertainment 

Sunday, Feb. 19 

 
 

Mr. Potato Head invites you to a delicious lunch of a 
hot baked potato with toppings galore, yummy fresh 
fruit and tasty desserts.  (Once again there will be a 
kid-friendly alternative, too.) 

 

Not only do you NOT have to cook that day, you 
will be treated to some casual and fun entertainment 
from the kids and youth of our church.  Some of the 
wonderful ñentertainersò from last year will be back 
sharing their varied talents.  Your free will donation 
will support the American Cancer Society AND our 
U.P. Church and Friends Relay for Life Team. 

 

Please come for a yummy lunch, terrific entertain-
ment and great fellowship with your church family. 
So . . . please mark Feb. 19th on your calendar and 
join us following the worship service for a delicious 
meal and another GREAT TIME with your church 
family! 

 

 

 

 

ENTERTAINERS  

 

WANTED  
 

 

 

 

 

Potato Bar Fund Raiser for our church Relay for Life 
Team, Team UP and Friends, is coming up following 
worship on Feb. 19th.  We had such fun with our 
young performers last year that weôre looking for 
ñentertainersò for THIS YEAR.  SO . . . whether you 
sing or dance, play the piano or tell jokes, create mu-
sic with your instrument or keep us guessing with 
your riddles ï WE WANT YOU!   Please volunteer 
to share you ñtalentsò by contacting Butch at the 
church office (653-6588) or by calling Marde 
McConnell  (653-3884). 

 

SON CITY 

 
The Sunday School town 

where Godôs love always shines! 

 
 

 
The children of Son City have just finished a unit on 
Esther and are beginning our new unit, ñSaul ~ the 
Extreme Makeoverò.    They will learn of Saulôs con-
version and his changed heart through maps, scrip-
ture,  games, drama and video. 
 
Marde McConnell, Julie Johnson,  Eric and Christy 
Buchholz, and Julie Zahs will be teaching this unit.  
Give them your thanks for their willingness to help 
teach the children of this church family. 

 

 



 
 
 

óRead and Feedô Book Club meets on the third 

Thursday of each month at 11:45 in the church. 

Bring a sack lunch and enjoy discussing Keeping 

Time by Stacy McGlynn. The next meeting is Febru-

ary 19. 

 

Adult Social Fellowship will gather on Sun-

day, February 5, at 6:30 p.m. at the home of  Herb & 

DorothyYoder (2 Orchard Circle). Bring sandwiches, 

a salad or a sweet and your table service. Come and 

watch the Super Bowl game or enjoy good fellow-

ship. 
 
 
 

 

 

This number appears many times in Scripture, often 

indicating a time of trial or testing, or simply mark-

ing something significant. It rained 40 days and 

nights during the Great Flood. Israel wandered in the 

wilderness for 40 years. Jesus fasted for 40 days and 

was with the disciples for 40 days between his resur-

rection and ascension. Taking this symbolic number 

to heart, the Christian church has long observed 40 

days of Lent (not counting Sundays). 
  
 
 
 
 

Circle Meetings 
Circle 1 Feb. 7, 1:30 p.m. church 

 Hostess: Joyce Letts 
 Study: Jeanette Miksch 
 Devotions: Norma Beauchamp 
Circle 3 Feb. 14, 9:00 a.m., church 
 Study: Marilyn Johnston 
 Devotions: Eleanor Waring 
Circle 4 Feb. 8,  9:15 a.m. UP Home Campbell 

Rm. 
 Hostess: Betty Beenblossom 
 Study: Davida Nicholson 
 Devotions: Betty Beenblossom 
Circle 5 Feb. 15, 1:30 p.m. (Note change in date 

and time and place) 
 Hostess: Maxine MartinðHome 
 Study: Pat Johnson 
 Devotions: Betty Colby 
 

The Birthday Luncheon will be held on 
Wednesday, February 1, at 11:45 a.m. Please bring a 
dish to share and your own table service. The pro-
gram will be on Stewart Schoolôs Operation Back-
pack, which provides food for the weekend for 
school children. 
 

World Day of Prayer will be held at our 
church on Friday, March 2, in the afternoon. All 
men, women and children are encouraged to attend. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1ðGeorge Fulton  24ðJohn Thorne 

3ðSawyer Whisler  24ðCal Wolf 

4ðPeggy Gerot  27ðErik Buchholz 

4ðJudy Moore  28ðMissy Kaufman 

4ðTim Trotman  28ðAbigail Kleese 

6ðEthel Moothart  28ðEd Lins 

7ðGrace Schiebel  28ðBev Young 

7ðEllen Twinam  29ðTravis Shelman 

9ðTerry Anderson 

9ðMeda Fulton 

11ðLuke Schiebel 

12ðBeth Dillon 

13ðMegan Buitendorp 

13ðCurtis Reed 

13ðClay Whisler 

14ðJames Strabala 

16ðScott Lujan 

17ðBrian Strabala 

18ðDolores Wood 

20ðJacob Baughman 

20ðLincoln Kleese 

21ðAnnagrace Goeke 

21ðIsaac Rich 

22ðAlice Martin 

23ðAmanda Shelman 

24ðJared Henry 

 

Christian Symbols  

 



Give up complaining ð focus on gratitude.  

Give up harsh judgments ð think kind thoughts.  

Give up worry ð trust God to provide.  

Give up discouragement ð be full of hope.  

Give up bitterness ð turn to forgiveness.  

Give up hatred ð return good for evil.  

Give up anger ð be more patient.  

Give up pettiness ð become mature.  

Give up jealousy ð pray for trust.  

Give up gossiping ð control your tongue.  

Give up sin ð turn to virtue.  

Give up giving up ð persevere. 

  

ðAuthor unknown  

 
 

 

 

Psalm 37 says, ñébe quiet and wait patiently for 

Godéò  For all of us anxious ñdoersò itôs hard to sit 

on our thumbs and wait for God.  Weôd rather run 

out there and get everything done right now!  Of 

course, God usually finds a way to slow us down. 

 

The search team looking for our new Director of 

Youth has been hard at work since last summer and 

was beginning to feel discouraged.  But perhaps God 

was simply saying, ñébe quiet and wait patiently.ò  

In the middle of January the Search Team suddenly 

found themselves with several new possibilities.  

And as this issue of the church newsletter goes to 

press, a wonderful young woman by the name of 

Danielle Vogel has accepted an offer to come here to 

Washington. 

 

Danielle is originally from Iowa but grew up in Min-

nesota.  She has a teaching degree from Wartburg 

College and has experience teaching Junior High 

School students.  A couple years ago she felt that 

God was calling her from public school teaching to 

full -time Christian ministry with Children and youth.  

She has extensive experience with youth, leading and 

organizing mission trips, helping with childrenôs pro-

grams and building relationships with young people.  

Danielle has packed a tremendous amount of experi-

ence into just a few years and the Search Team feels 

confident that she has the maturity of faith and nec-

essary gifts to be a wonderful addition to our staff. 

 

In the next few weeks, as Danielle moves and gets 

oriented, I hope we can all continue to ñébe quiet 

and wait patientlyò as God continues to unfold new 

surprises for us.    

 

May the Peace of Christ Dwell Deeply in You, 

Bob 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

The Kingdom Kids are still wishing for SNOW... 

even though we did play in some in the sensory 

table in January.  We also created a rain   

forest in our library corner as we read about jun-

gles.  We have been  riding trikes and playing in 

fellowship hall for large muscle time,  not because 

it is snowy or icy, but because the playground is 

muddy.   What a change from most Januarys! 

 

February topics include dental health with a trip to 

Dental Care By  The Square, Love and Valentine's 

Day, and Transportation. 

 

Looking to registration for Fall... we are taking a 

waiting list (in  case someone moves or cancels) as 

we are currently FULL.  Thank you to   

all those past parents who have returned or re-

ferred.  And thank you  congregation for your en-

couragement, referrals, and prayer support!!   

KINGDOM KIDS  

PRESCHOOL 

 

Brenda Miles, Director 

 
 



 

 

CREW  79  
February 5 -  Join the crowd for a regular meeting 
in the youth room ï 4:00 ï 5:30  pm 
  Good snacks, good discussion and 
good friends! 
 
February  19  -  A Special óCRAZY CREWô Event  
-   4:00 ï 8:00 pm. Be here for supper, snacks and 
crazy games including release! Sign up by Feb. 12. 
Cost $5. 
 
 

INSIDE OUT  
February 5  -  SUPER BOWL Party at Clayôs. 
Join in the fun and cheer for your favorite team and 
your favorite commercial! 

 
February 19 or 20  -  A SPECIAL EVENT ï details 
coming! 

 
February 12, 26 -  Regular meetings but nothing is 
regular about INSIDE OUT! 
 

 
YOUTH BAND    rehearsals are February 5,  
12,  and 26 at 5:30 pm. 
 

 

 

The RAT PACK Confirmation Class will 
be meeting on February 12 and 26 in the Back Al-
ley. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Each Tuesday in the darkness of the predawn 
hours, INSIDE OUT teens gather for breakfast and 
a time of prayer.  This group spends time praying 
for individual needs as well as for those of their 
own families, community, our nation and our 
world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REMEMBER  -   Bring your food items or $ 

donations for óSouper Bowlô on Super Bowl Sunday,  

Feb. 5th.  Thanks to the 7th and 8th grade students for 

spearheading our churchôs involvement in this an-

nual event started by a Presbyterian youth group 20 

years ago. 

 

 

 

EXPERIENCING GOD ï We all need op-

portunities to direct our attention away from the 

busy-ness of our lives and toward the gracious pres-

ence of God.  During this season of Lent (the weeks 

leading up to Easter) you are invited to participate 

in some very unique worship experiences here at 

the church.  On the four Praise Café Wednesdays 

(Feb. 22 & 29, Mar. 7 & 14), you are invited to 

come down to the chapel any time between 5:45 

and 6:30 pm.  The room will be set up with several 

prayer stations which you can discover at your own 

pace.  Each prayer station will invite you to encoun-

ter God in a different way, through music, artwork, 

scripture, and simple activities.  You are welcome 

to come in and leave any time during the 45 min-

utes that the chapel is open.  Every week, the prayer 

stations will be new and unique.  Participating in 

the experience is something that both children and 

adults are welcome to do.  Plan on making this a 

part of your Lenten spiritual practice. 

. 


